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Practical Guide for those 
that power our world:

FR/AR Clothing &
FR Cloth Face Coverings



Customers of Bulwark Protective Brands are solely responsible for conducting their 
own Hazard Risk Assessment to identify safety hazards in their work environment.  

Customers of Bulwark Protective Brands are solely responsible for selecting 
appropriate garments and protective gear for their employees and ensuring 
wearers use the garments and protective gear properly and in conjunction with 
appropriate gloves and footwear. Because working conditions and other factors 
may vary, Bulwark Protective Brands does not make any representation that these 
garments and protective gear will protect wearers from injury.

PRESENTATIONIS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY  



Premise:
We have and are receiving a lot of questions around FR/AR clothing and what to 
do concerning COVID-19

What you will take away:

- What is SARS-CoV-2, the basics

- How to neutralize the Coronavirus

- What are some best practices regarding your FR/AR clothing during COVID-19

- What should you look for when selecting a FRCFC aka an FR mask

CORONAVIRUS | What you need to know



Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2)  ςIs the virus

COVID-19ςIs the disease

Flame-Resistant ςself extinguishes does not support combustion, does not melt, 
drip or add to the injury

FR/AR ςFlame-Resistant / Arc-Rated garments

FRCFCςIs the flame-resistant version of a cloth face covering (not a mask and/or 
face protection)

Cleaningrefers to the removal of germs, dirt, and impurities from surfaces. It does 
not kill germs, 

Disinfectingrefers to use of a method such as chemicals or ultraviolet light to kill 
germs on surfaces. This process does not necessarily clean dirty surfaces.

! ŦŜǿ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎΧ



What is a Coronavirus - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html

Viruses are not alive; viruses are infectious agents not  living organisms 
and can multiply ONLYin a living cell.

Novel Coronavirus ςwe have no immunity

ςNot a bacteria

ςNot a single cell organism

ςHijack living/host cell to replicate and infect



How does the novel coronavirus infect a cell?

Due to its unique features, the virus is particularly good at infecting new cells, both in 
the upper respiratory tract, as well as deeper down in the lungs.

- The virus enters through the nose or mouth, where it 
begins its infection.

- The outer spike protein of the coronavirus latches onto 
specific receptors on the surface of cells in the respiratory 
tract. 

- This binding triggers the process by which the virus fuses 
into human cells. 

How does the novel coronavirus infect a cell? | Scripps Research

https://www.scripps.edu/covid-19/science-simplified/how-the-novel-coronavirus-infects-a-cell/index.html


What we know about transmission

Respiratory viruses are transmitted in multiple ways:

Contact transmissionis infection spread through direct contact with an infectious person 
(e.g., touching during a handshake) or with an article or surface that has become contaminated. 
¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άŦƻƳƛǘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦέ

Droplet transmissionis infection spread through exposure to virus-containing respiratory 
droplets (i.e., larger and smaller droplets and particles) exhaled by an infectious person. 
Transmission is most likely to occur when someone is close to the infectious person, generally 
within about 6 feet.

Airborne transmissionis infection spread through exposure to those virus-containing 
respiratory droplets comprised of smaller droplets and particles that can remain suspended in 
the air over long distances (usually greater than 6 feet) and time (typically hours).

Scientific Brief: SARS-CoV-2 and Potential Airborne Transmission | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/scientific-brief-sars-cov-2.html


What we know about transmission

The principal mode by which people are infected with 
SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19) is through 
exposure to respiratory droplets carrying infectious virus.

The epidemiology of SARS-CoV-2 indicates that most 
infections are spread through close contact, not airborne 
transmission

Scientific Brief: SARS-CoV-2 and Potential Airborne Transmission | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/scientific-brief-sars-cov-2.html


How to destroy the Coronavirus

As Dr. Price from Weill Cornell Medical Center in New York 
said on his viral YouTube video ςCOVID is a wimp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcKTzefEJFM

�± Time- dry's out the virus and it becomes inactive

�± Disinfectantsςbleach, alcohol, etc. destroy the virus 
but not appropriate for all surfaces/applications and 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǳǎ

�± Soap and water ςas effective or more effective than 
sanitizers and can be used on all surfaces, destroys 
and removes the virus


